


For Marvin Natural, art is second nature. A keen observer of his surroundings, and an astute witness to
social situations, his paintings on an immediate level strike one as hyperrealistic — and they are —
but as opposed to a showing off of skill, of technical prowess that is somewhat teachable, he
harnesses his decades of unrestrained, independently-honed proficiency to transcend the visual into
another realm, that what you see isn’t what you get.

He uses art to build a vocabulary to record his experiences and observations on the condition of the
Philippines as a country and as a people. Each image, each tableau is a metaphor of a bigger
picture, such that moves him to distill them into vignettes that are both relatable yet austere.

This brings us to his first exhibition with Mugna Gallery, “Veil and Vessel.” An exploration of the human
condition, Natural focuses on the “vessel,” or physical aspect, and the “veil,” or spiritual aspect of
human beings. With the paintings in the exhibition, he posits that mirroring or opposing facets of life
are not separate dichotomies, instead they are intertwined dualities, eternally moving, upholding a
divine existence.

Veil and vessel, body and spirit. Is their relationship that of container and contents? Maybe it is not so
simple, since humans are highly complex beings. If we consider the relationship to be a conversation,
then there is a message and a receiver. The body receives a message from the spirit, but as a duality,
the spirit also receives the word from the body. The word flows within, but is also kept safe. Perhaps
the relationship is also that of a container and a cover, an act of protection between the body and
the spirit. The vessel is to contain, and the veil is to protect, and this is a cycle that persists.

From an almost journalistic vantage point, Natural’s subject matter would not be out of place on the
cover of today’s newspapers. What moves him to see these events, and to take note of them with a
poignancy that leads to the act of painting? With very localized elements and references, they
definitely evoke scenes of the human condition, of passing vessels and fleeting veils. 



His paintings are physical records of the current times, of a veil that is unique to a time and place. In
exchange, the messages behind the artworks build up a vessel that is passed on to succeeding
generations.

A key aspect of the exhibition is the artist’s inclusion of what he highlights as footnotes to the works.
They are passages from the scriptures, which provide the tone for the painting it accompanies. The
idea is such: the Word is always there. It does not announce itself like a blaring trumpet. But
underneath, it is there to move each scene.

As Doctor of the Church, St. Thomas Aquinas had synthesized: everything moves, everything changes,
and these flow unto each other. Nothing moves itself. But for all this to be possible, there must and is
one prime, unmoved mover, and that is God.

While some of the verses can easily be discerned, some are a bit more subtle. Of all that was used,
perhaps one of the most striking is for “Earthen Vessel.” “Persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down,
but not destroyed,” it references 2 Corinthians 4:7-9 (NIV). The painting depicts a skull, a memento
mori. It eloquently encapsulates the crux of the exhibition: the veil, the vessel, the word, and the world.

- Francisco Jinsung Lee
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A Life of Toil, 2025
Oil on canvas
24h x 18w in • 60.96h × 45.72w cm • 2h x 1.5w ft (unframed)
33h x 27w in • 83.82h × 68.58w cm • 2.75h x 2.25w ft (framed)

Proverbs 14:23: All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty.



VEIL AND VESSEL

MARVIN NATURAL

Awe of Life, 2025
Oil on canvas
12h x 12w in • 30.48h × 30.48w cm (unframed) per panel
13.5h x 13.5w in • 34.29h × 34.29w cm (framed) per panel

36h x 36w in • 91.44h × 91.44w cm • 3h x 3w ft (unframed) approx 
40.5h x 40.5w in • 102.9h × 102.9w cm • 3.4h x 3.4w ft (framed) approx

Psalm 86:11: Teach me your way, Lord, that I may rely on your faithfulness; give me an
undivided heart, that I may fear your name
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Ayuda, 2025
Oil on canvas

36h x 48w in • 91.5h x 122w cm • 3h x 4w ft (unframed)
37.5h x 49.6w in • 95.5h x 126w cm • 3.1h x 4.1w ft (framed)

Proverbs 19:17 (NIV): Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will
reward them for what they have done
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Broken Voyage, 2025
Oil on canvas
48h x 36w in • 122h x 91.5w cm • 4h x 3w ft (unframed)
49.6h x 37.5w in • 126h x 95.5w cm • 4.1h x 3.1w ft (framed)

2 Corinthians 11:24-27 (NIV): I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger
and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked.
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Earthen Vessel, 2025
Oil on canvas
12h x 16w in • 30.5h x 40.6w cm (unframed)
20.8h x 25.1w in • 53h x 64w cm (framed)

Ghost Employee, 2025
Oil on canvas

25.98h x 16w in • 66h x 40.8w cm • 2.1h x 1.3w ft (unframed)
27.5h x 17.6w in • 70h x 44.8w cm • 2.3h x 1.5w ft (framed)

Proverbs 10:4 (NIV): Lazy hands make for poverty, but
diligent hands bring wealth.

2 Corinthians 4:7-9 (NIV): persecuted, but not abandoned;
struck down, but not destroyed.
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Grateful, 2025
Oil on canvas
20h x 16w in • 51h x 40.6w cm (unframed)
21.6h x 17.5w in • 55h x 44.6w cm (framed)

Life Advisers, 2013
Oil on canvas

24h x 36w in • 61h x 91.5w cm • 2h x 3w ft (unframed)
25.5h x 37.5w in • 65h x 95.5 cm • 2.1h x 3.1w ft (framed)

1 Thessalonians 5:18: Give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

Proverbs 1:5 (NIV): Let the wise listen and add to their learning,
and let the discerning get guidance.
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Like a Thief in the Night, 2014
Oil on canvas

48h x 48w in • 122h x 122w cm • 4h x 4w ft (unframed)
49.6h x 49.6w in • 127h x 126w cm • 4.1h x 4.1w ft (framed)

1 Thessalonians 5:2 (NIV): For you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.
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Moneypulated, (Triptych) 2025
Oil on canvas

24h x 24w in • 61h x 61w cm • 2h x 2w ft (unframed) per panel
25.7h x 25.7w in • 65.5h x 65.5w cm • 2.1h x 2.1w ft (framed) per panel

72h x 72w in • 182.88h x 182.88w cm • 6h x 6w ft (unframed) approx
77.1h x 77.1w in • 195.8h x 195.8w cm • 6.4h x 6.4w ft (framed) approx

Mark 8:36 (NIV): What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?
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Pillar of Friendship, 2025
Oil on canvas
40h x 30w in • 101.6h x 76.3w cm • 3.3h x 2.5w ft (unframed)
41.5h x 31.6w in • 105.6h x 80.3w cm • 3.4h x 2.6w ft (framed)

John 15:13 (NIV): Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
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Progression, (Triptych) 2025
Oil on canvas

8h x 10w in • 20.4h x 26.8w cm (unframed) per panel
27.1h x 12.7w in • 69h x 32.5w cm (framed)

24h x 30w in • 60.96h x 76.2w cm • 2h x 2.5w ft (unframed) approx
27.1h x 12.7w in • 69h x 32.5w cm • 2.2h x 1w ft (framed) approx

2 Corinthians 3:17-18: And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into
his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
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Star Witness, 2013
Oil on canvas
24h x 36w in • 61h x 91.5w cm • 2h x 3w ft (unframed)
25.5h x 37.5w in • 65h x 95.5 cm • 2.1h x 3.1w ft (framed)

1 Corinthians 15:4-8 (KJV): And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.
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Test of Faith I, 2025
Oil on canvas
24h x 18w in • 61h x 45.7w cm • 2h x 1.5w ft (unframed)
33h x 27w in • 84h x 68.7w cm • 2.75h x 2.25w ft (framed)

Test of Faith II, 2025
Oil on canvas

24h x 18w in • 61h x 45.7w cm • 2h x 1.5w ft (unframed)
33h x 27w in • 84h x 68.7w cm • 2.75h x 2.25w ft (framed)

Hebrews 11:6 (NIV): And without faith it is impossible to please God,
because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he
rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Hebrews 11:32-40 (NIV): since God had planned something better for us
so that only together with us would they be made perfect.
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The Cost of Life, 2025
Oil on canvas

36h x 36w in • 91.5h x 91.5w cm • 3h x 3w ft (unframed)
37.5h x 37.5w in • 95.5h x 95.5w cm • 3.1h x 3.1w ft (framed)

John 3:16 (NIV): For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
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MARVIN NATURAL

The Dreamer, 2025
Oil on canvas

28h x 52w in • 71.2h x 132.3w cm • 2.3h x 4.3w ft (unframed)
29.6h x 53.6w in • 75.3h x 136.3w cm • 2.5h x 4.5w ft (framed)

Deuteronomy 15:11: There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be
openhanded toward your fellow Israelites who are poor and needy in your land.
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The Miracle of the Young Harvester, 2025
(Homage to Tintoretto, 1548)

Oil on canvas
28h x 28w in • 71.2h x 71.2w cm • 2.3h x 2.3w ft (unframed)

36.2h x 36.2w in • 92h x 92w cm • 3h x 3w ft (framed)

Mark 10:27 (NIV): Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with
God; all things are possible with God.”



VEIL AND VESSEL
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The Problem We All Live With, 2013
Oil on canvas

36h x 48w in • 91.5h x 122w cm • 3h x 4w ft (unframed)
37.5h x 49.6w in • 95.5h x 126w cm • 3.1h x 4.1w ft (framed)

Isaiah 1:17 (NIV):
Learn to do right; seek justice.
Defend the oppressed.
Take up the cause of the fatherless;
plead the case of the widow.
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MARVIN NATURAL

To Each His Own, 2025
Oil on canvas

48h x 60w in • 122h x 152.5w cm • 4h x 5w ft ft (unframed)
49.6h x 61.6w in • 126h x 156.5w cm • 4.1h x 5.1w ft (framed)

Romans 2:6 (NIV): God “will repay each person according to what they have done.”
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MARVIN NATURAL

Yoked, 2025
Oil on canvas
40h x 30w in • 101.6h x 76.3w cm • 3.3h x 2.5w ft ft (unframed)
41.5h x 31.6w in • 105.6h x 80.3w cm • 3.4h x 2.6w ft (framed)

Matthew 11:28-30 (NIV): For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.
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Marvin Natural is a painter from Cebu. Naturally
drawn to art, he developed his skills as an artist
independently, despite graduating from a different
field. His hard work led to well-deserved recognition
from the 2006 MADE (Metrobank Art and Design)
Awards as a National Winner placing 3rd in the
painting category. 

This streak continued as a National Finalist in the 2010
Tanaw National Painting Competition held by the
Bangko Sentra ng Pilipinas, as well as being a Juror’s
Choice Award of Excellence recipient in the 2010 and
2014 Philippine Art Awards.

Natural has had solo exhibitions in Cebu, Bacolod and
Manila. Since 1999 he has been part of group
exhibitions locally and internationally, such as in Paris,
Singapore and Hong Kong. He was one of the ten
delegates to participate in the Mugna Paris 2013
Exhibition and Residency, selected and sponsored by
the Le 100 Cultural Establishment, Paris — and it is
remarkable that his exhibition “Veil & Vessel,” his first in
Negros Oriental, is with Mugna Gallery.



For Inquiries:

Mugna Gallery

+63 949 356 1711 
+1 212 874 3050
contact@mugnagallery.com
www.mugnagallery.com


